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Forward by the Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear All 

  

 

I am pleased to report that, as your Executive Committee, we have been working to take forward 

the principles of the Network during the last year, including following up on the HEA 

membership issue and exploring the impact of the Teaching Excellence Framework on 

Foundation years.   

 

We have also been working on the Annual Conference and with social mobility, widening 

participation and the Teaching Excellence Framework being key issues in higher education, this 

year’s conference will ask what lessons can be learned about these issues from foundation year 

provision, by practitioners right across higher education.  

 

This year the Foundation Year Network Conference is being hosted at the University of 

Warwick, who have provided generous subsidies to support our members. Always a unique and 

lively event, this year we return our focus to participation and will be ensuring that debate, 

collaboration and networking are at the heart of the programme. There are interactive sessions on 

teaching only careers, recruiting WP students, diversity in the classroom, successful transitions 

to and from year 0, and responses to the TEF.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the University of Warwick for another wonderful event and an 

opportunity to network and share best practice. 

   

Cheers 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Reference and Administration Details 

Period of reporting:  04th July 2016 to 04th July 2017 
 

Association Name: Foundation Year Network 

Other names the association is known 
by: 

FYN 

 

Names of the Association Executive Committee 
 

Member Name Office Dates acted if not for 
the whole year 

Name of person 
(or body) entitled 
to appoint (if any) 

Catherine Marshall Chair  AGM 

Anna Barney Treasurer  AGM 

Steve Leech Secretary  AGM 

Sandie Dann Member  AGM 

Peter Haycock Member  AGM 

Willy Kitchen Member  AGM 

Douglas Ingram Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Peter Watts Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Sarah Hayle Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Alison Mesenger Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Steve Faulkner Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Paul Foley Member 13.09.2016 - onward AGM 

Peter Corvi Co-opted 
Member 

10.12.2016 - onward Executive 
Committee  

 

Structure, Governance and Management 

Description of the Association’s organisation 
 

Type of governing document Constitution adopted 12th July 2014 

How the Association is constituted Association consisting of 184 
members 

Executive committee selection 
methods 

Executive committee members are 
appointed, or reappointed annually at 
the AGM held in July. A nomination 
and voting system is used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional governance issues 

 

The Foundation Year Network is an association of individual practitioners of 
foundation level education and other individuals with an interest in the 
foundation year sector. Membership is not available to organisations or 
institutions and whist institutional or organisational affiliations may be 
referred to within the network, its website, and other materials, such 
references do not indicate that the information presented is in any way 
representative of the affiliated organisation or institution.  

Objectives and Activities 

Summary of the objects of the association set out in its governing document 
 

The Foundation Year Network is a group of people working in, or closely 
related to the provision of foundation year education. We are a UK based 
group, although we welcome members from all over the world. Our purpose, 
as defined by our constitutional objects, is to represent, promote and support:  
 

• Good practice in foundation year provision;  
 

• The academic and scholarly activities of foundation year practitioners;  
 

• Continuing professional development opportunities for foundation 
year practitioners.  
 

• Diversity of provision for entry into higher education 
 

• To organise an annual Foundation Year Network Conference 

 

Achievements and Performance 

Summary of the main achievements of the association during the period of 
reporting 

 

Future strategy: 
The Executive Committee has begun the discussion of how to best move 
toward our constitutional objects as the network develops. The website has 
provided the community a chance to debate future strategic goals and the 
AGM will provide an opportunity for the membership to vote on these. 
  
Annual Conference: 
The Executive Committee have supported the local organising committee in 
the planning and execution of the 2017 FYNAC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Financial Review 

Brief statement of the association’s policy on reserves 
 

Foundation Year Network Surplus funds policy 2016/17 
Should the  Foundation Year Network hold a surplus of funds once all 
organisational debts are discharged, legitimate uses for such funds would be, 
in order of priority: 

• As a float for organising the 2017 conference  
• For Network publicity and web development 
• To cover reasonable expense of the committee in attending 
committee meetings or carrying out the agreed business of the 
Network, such expenses payments to be agreed in advance by the 
Chair and Treasurer. 

• To fund bursaries and travel scholarships for conference 
attendance according to any scheme proposed by the Executive 
Committee and agreed by the membership. 
 

Details of any funds materially in 
deficit 
 

 

None 

Further information 
 

Annual Financial Report 2016/17 
 
The financial year for the network ends 30th June 2017.  
 
The network did not generate surplus funds by the 2016 annual conference.  
 
Steps to raise surplus funds have been agreed with The University of 
Warwick and £5 per delegate per day will be raised from the 2017 conference 
as revenue to the network. 
 
Foundation Year Network Accounts 2016/17 
 
Income and Expenditure Statement 
 

Financial Year 
2015/16 

 £ 

Income   

  0.00 

Total Income  0.00 

Expenditure   

Total 
Expenditure 

 0.00 

Operating 
Surplus/(Deficit) 

 0.00 

Net 
Surplus/(Deficit) 

 0.00 



 
Balance Sheet 
 

 2016/17 2015/16 

 £ £ 

Fixed Assets 0 0 

Current Assets 2,300.49 2,300.49 

Current Liabilities 0 0 

Net Current Assets 2,300.49 2,300.49 

Reserves 0 0 

Total funds 2,300.49 2,300.49 

 
Proposed budget (draft) 
 

Expenditure 2017/18 

 £ 

Underwrite conference organisation 1,600 

Publicity and Web development 250 

Conference Bursaries 200 

To reserves 800.00 
 

  

Declaration 

The Executive Committee declare that they have approved the Annual Statement to 
Association Members 2017. 
 

Signed on behalf of the Executive Committee by 

Signature(s) 
 

S LEECH 

Full Name(s) 
 

Steve Leech 

Position (eg. Chair, secretary etc) 
 

Secretary 

Date 
 

21.06.2017 

 

 

 

 

 
END 


