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Summary 

 Reflection? 
 Literature 
 Problems of teaching and assessing  
 Evolution of teaching and assessment 
 Essays, Journals, Reviews and reflection 
 



At university, students are expected to be able to:  
 
Evaluate whether information, materials and evidence are appropriate 
Weigh up opinions, arguments or solutions against appropriate criteria;  
Think a line of reasoning through to its logical conclusion;  
Check for hidden bias or assumptions; and  
Check whether the evidence and argument provided really support the 
conclusions.  
 

Palgrave Macmillan. (n.d.). Critical/Analytical Skills. (accessed 02.08.2004) 
http://www.palgrave.com/skills4study/html/studyskills/critical.htm  
 



Critical Evaulation 

Employers’ comments  
 
“We have actually started giving a test when we recruit. I give them a 
scenario, and say, ‘Explain to me the process that you would use to 
analyse the risks in this situation and how you would communicate those 
risks to me.’ I will look for the people who lead up to the whiteboard and 
conceptualise it by drawing it out.”  
(Employer of Griffith Criminology and Criminal Justice Graduates, 2001)  
 

“Analysis and critical evaluation would have to be two of the most 
important skills we look for, because we believe that graduates already 
have learned the content knowledge. What they then need is the ability to 
apply that knowledge. If they can analyse and evaluate the knowledge they 
have, then they can apply it in the workplace.”  
(Employer of Griffith Engineering Graduates, 2003)  



Reflective Learning 

What is reflective learning? 
 
 Facilitates learning and professional 

development 
 Examine themselves 
 Examine academic knowledge 
 Examine the world around them 
 Observational 
 Critically self-awareness 
 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/hlst/resources/a-zdirectory/reflectivelearning [accessed 

08.07.2014] 

 

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/hlst/resources/a-zdirectory/reflectivelearning
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/hlst/resources/a-zdirectory/reflectivelearning
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/hlst/resources/a-zdirectory/reflectivelearning


Reflection can help to: 
 
 identify and question underlying values and beliefs  
 recognize areas of potential bias or discrimination  
 acknowledge fears, and  
 identify possible inadequacies or areas for improvement. 
 Become practitioners grounded in evidence-based practice 
 Critical skill for functioning in diverse professional situations 
 Ability to reflect – formulate strategies to manage issues 
 
 Promotes critical thinking 
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Reflective Learning 
 
Most reflective learning strategies take place within a tutorial or 
laboratory class 
 

Common phrases 
 What I know 
 What I have learnt 
 Predict 
 Observe and explain 
 

Requires learner to think about their own learning/thinking 
approaches as well as to make sense of what they have done, 
doing or what they intend to do 



Overview of Reflective Learning 

Tan. (2008) Assessing students’ responses to chemistry-related learning tasks. Journal of US-China Education Review. 5(11), 28-36  



Reflective practice overview 

Minocha et al., 2006 and Gibbs, 1988. 



The Assessment Evolution 

Assessments 
 

 2009 – Reflective essay 
 Min 500 words 

 
 2011 – Reflective Journal 

 Entries every 1-2 weeks for 12 weeks 
 150-200 words per entry 
 

 2014 – Review of literature with reflective piece 
 >1500 words 

 



Reflective Essay 

Assessment 
Minimum 500 words 
Reflect on any chosen past experience 
Submitted electronically – VLE 
No guided questions 
Student freedom 
Formative feedback 
 
Results 
Minimum word count  
Lack of critical analysis 
Misunderstanding of reflection 
Evidence of ‘Just in Time’ 
No time to reflect on feedback 
 
 



Reflective Journal  

 
 Entry every 1-2 weeks for 12 

weeks 
 Summative feedback in week 7 
 Formative feedback week 12 
 Average 7 journal entries 
 Guided questions 
 Submitted electronically – VLE 
 

 
 
 



Reflective Journal 

Results 
 
Minimum entries 
Evidence of deeper reflection  
Lack of critical analysis 
Understanding of reflection improved 
Student comments still include  

 ‘Why?’, ‘What is the point?’ 
‘Usefulness’ of reflective practice not understood 
‘Deceptive completion’? (Hobbs, 2007) 

 



Problems with teaching and assessing reflection 

 Hobbs, 2007 
 ‘Faking it or hating it’ 
 Forced and evaluated self exploration 
 Assessment of the personal 

 
‘Creating a forced reflective practice assignment that evokes 

genuine and uninhibited responce….is nearly impossible.’  
 

 Misunderstanding of reflection 
 Is reflection and assessment incompatible? 
 Moral Issues? 



What have we learnt? 
 
Reflection is hard. Guidance is required  
Reflective skills  should be introduced slowly and built up 
gradually.  
Relate it to the students’ practice.  
Present several opportunities to engage with reflection 
Safe environment 
 
How the questions are worded is very important 
Tutors find it difficult to mark reflective answers fairly 
Reflection is cyclical – and the aspects of reflection can be applied 
cyclically. 
Assessors and teachers ability to reflect? 
Deceptive completion’? (Hobbs, 2007) 

 



Evolution of Reflection 

Proposal 
 Review current literature on reflective practice 

 Provided material via Flipboard 
 Links to employers requirements, recent publications, 

examples of ‘real life’ use, student blogs etc. 
 

 Group discussions over 12 weeks (2-3) 
 Personal reflection 
 Critically evaluate learning strategies 
 Link to future aspirations 
 
  

https://editor.flipboard.com/section?sections=auth/flipboard/curator%252Fmagazine%252FjfQXFXjxR-6vgZVkI4EKZw%253Am%253A26391654


Assessment 
 
 Produce a technical written piece 

 Journal format 
 1000 words 
 Submit plan electronically 

Incorporate gained knowledge to produce reflective piece  
 Based on Semester 1 teaching and learning experiences 
 500 words 

Peer review  - reflective piece 
 students provide summative feedback 
 100-300 words 

 

 



Summary 

 Engage students  
 Technology 
 Apps 
 Relate to employment 
 Safe environment - supportive 

 
 Develop understanding of reflection 

 Literature review 
 Technical written assignment 

 
 Students reflect 

 Reflection assignment 
 Peer review 


	Learning to Learn:�Evolution of Reflective Practice and Critical Evaluation�
	Summary
	Slide Number 3
	Critical Evaulation
	Reflective Learning
	Slide Number 6
	Literature
	Slide Number 8
	Overview of Reflective Learning
	Reflective practice overview
	The Assessment Evolution
	Reflective Essay
	Reflective Journal 
	Reflective Journal
	Problems with teaching and assessing reflection
	Slide Number 16
	Evolution of Reflection
	Slide Number 18
	Summary

